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Mr. BRAND's 
CHIRURGICAL ESSAYS 
. , Ü 
Cauſes and Symptoms. of RUPTURES, their natural - 


Conſequences, if neglected, and the various DEA 
in applying TRUSSES ; 


WITH A. 


SHORT BUT TRUE HISTORY 
OF THE .INVENTION OF £6 - 


Mr. Brands Patent Elaftic Truſs PIR 


INTENDED TO SHEW = 


How well nt is qualified to be the Head of kia Profeſſion, _ 1 
and cenſure all others as ignorant and e a 


ro WHICH ARE ADDED, N 


An ATTEMPT to eſtabliſh a Criterion to diſtinguiſh he 


EMPIRIC from the FAIR PRACTITIONER in RUP- 
TURE CASES, 


5 


AN D 7 
Queries to Mr. BRAND on Particulars that are ſaid to 


conſtitute PART, if not the Wnor x, of his improved 
Method of T REATMENT and CURE. 


| — a = 7 
By) T. 8 HELD RA K E, Juror, 
TRUSS-MAKER, No. 84, ST. MazTix's Lang. 
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VERY man that offers his obſerva» 
tions to the public, in hopes of 
making himſelf uſeful to ſociety, is en- 


titled to praiſe for his. intention, whether 
his remarks prove. uſeful or not; but the 
man who makes this pretence a maſk to 
promote his own finiſter deſigns, ſhould be 
rewarded with contempt, if he has ſupe- 
rior abilities pity and oblivion, if he has 
none. a PPE 
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I ſet out in life with a reſolution never | 1 g 
to interfere with any of my own profeſſien, 1 
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as I am convinced the world is wide enough 
for us all, were we twice as numerous as 
we are; and diſputes between men of. the 
ſame profeſſion are diſagreeable, becauſe 
they are generally attributed to, motives 
which did not give riſe to them. Mr. Brand's 
pamphlet, however, induced me to alter 
that determination, as-it contains fo many 
hints to the diſcredit of the profeſſion in 
general, that J ſhould have been highly 
culpable, had I let them paſs unnoticed, 

When a reflection is caſt upon any ſet of 
people, it is their duty, and the duty of 
every individual, as a part of the whole, to 
enquire into the juſtice of it; if they 
let it paſs unnoticed, they tacitly acknow: | 
ledge its veracity, 

No man can be JUSTIFIED in treating 
all his profeſſion with . contempt: if any 
can be excuſed for doing ſo, it muſt, be 
555 thoſe 
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thoſe why "ei given the: Faber pigols | 
of their merit. Men whoſe extenſive know- 
ledge, joined to an impatience of ſeeing 
what they know to be trifling, or falſe, 
may be entitled to ſhe w their ſuperiority; 
but the man who aſſerts himſelf, to be the 
head of his profeſſion, without convincing 
us that he is ſo, muſt expect, in this rea- 
ſoning age, to have his vouchers examined 
before his pretenſions can be allowed. 


For this purpoſe, one of thoſe men, 
who is by his profeſſion included in 
Mr. Brand's general cenſure of ignorance 
and preſumption, will examine his pam. 
phlet : if it contains truths that were not 
generally known before, his ſuperiority will | 
be acknowledged ; if it does not, he muſt 
expect to be depoſed from the fituation he 


aſſumes, and to be placed in that he 
deſerves 


It is 0 


” we 


© 

Pope is — is biber chat egotiſi 
18. preſumption are the characteriſtics . 
of quackery, and quacks are thoſe who 
(in Mr. Brand's opinion) * promiſe more 
«than in the nature of things is poſ- 
« ſible, therefore àre to be ſuſpected of 
* doing leſs OR can or en to be 


* done.” | 
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HE treatment of Ruptures is an employ- 
ment that has been more ſubje& to the 
depredations of quacks than any branch of-the 
healing art; but the great improvements that have 
been made in that art, and particularly in the 
knowledge of this diſorder, have now made it 
univerſally known, that the only method of 
treating it is to return the parts into the abdomen, 
and apply a proper elaſtic truſs, to prevent their 
future protruſion. : 


This being the caſe, Mr. Brand muſt owe his 
excellence, if he has any, to his ſuperior method 


of making and applying his ELasric Banbdacts, 
which he formerly called his Patent Elaſtic Truſſes, 
but at preſent he ſeems to have forgot that appel- 
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lation, except in one place, which I ſhall take 
notice of hereafter. As I wiſh to do him fhi& 
Juſtice, and give him an opportunity of producing 
every circumſtance in his favour, and ſhew the 
juſtice of his pretenſions to this moſt ETTIICI ENT“ 
part of his buſineſs, as he calls it, I will begin 
theſe obſervations by relating a little anecdote, 
which will ſet them in their proper light. 

Mr. Brand father was a private centinel in his 
late Majeſty's ſervice, from whence he was dil- 
charged on account of a rupture, that rendered 
hm unfit for duty. As he was really a gentle- 
man-ſoldier, i. e. bred to no trade, he engaged 
in the ſervice of a cutler, at Wapping, in qua- 
Aity of turn-wheel: here, during the intervals of 
his employment, he learnt the ule of their work- 
ang tools, and by «dint of labour and patience 
made himſelf a truſs, probably in imitation of 
that he wore for his diſorder. It was natural for 
him to think he was as well qualified to make 
truſſes for others as himſelf; for this reaſon he 
left the wheel, and commenced truſs-maker ; and 
ſo far I think had great merit; for any man, who 
can raiſe himſelf in the world by honourable means, 
deſerves public encouragement. He was patro- 
Qized by ſeveral gentlemen of the faculty, who, 
ſeeing him induſtrious, recommended him to con- 


ſiderable buſineſs: a great change, however, ſoon 
| appeared 
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appeared in his behaviour, for, like the Devil in 
Milton, who, thus high uplifted beyond hope, 
aſpires beyond thus high, he no ſooner found 
himſelf able to live better than the ordinary ſons 
of Mars, than ambition fired his mind, and he 
reſolved to engroſs the whole buſineſs to himſelf; 
for this laudable purpoſe, he pretended to be the 
firſt inventor of Elaſtic Truſſes, purchaſed a 
patent to ſecure the ſale of them to himſelf, and 
proſecuted ſeveral truls-makers for pirating his 
inen eee % 3b 5:4 307 


On the trial of one. of theſe cauſes, (Brand 
againſt Reid) it was unluckily proved, that ay 
Mr. Blakey, the firſt man who made them in 
England, and acknowledged that he brought the 
invention from Paris, had ſold elaſtic truſſes near 
thirty years before the date of Mr. Brand's patent, 
that reſembled his in every reſpect but one they 
were much better: it was proved too, that, ſeveral 
truſs-makers. of eſtabliſhed reputation had made 
them in the ſame manner ever ſince Mr. Blakey, 
introduced them. Mr. Brand was: caſt, and. in 
courſe ib ow declared to be an Nr 5B 

It is faid, ** the fins of the father ſhall be viſited 
upon the children,“ but I declare I did not relate 
this affair to fulfil that doctrine: all that's meant 
by it is, to ſhew that as it was proved in a court 
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of juſtice, that Mr. Brand's attempt to obtain the 
whole reputation and profit of this uſeful buſi« 
neſs, was an impoſition; if the ſon has any ſu- 
perior merit, it muſt be all his on acquiſition; 
which will redound more to his honour, if true: 
but if his pretenſions are like his father's, ground - 
leſs, his fault will be much extenuated, if we con- 
fider that a weakneſs of this kind "Oe to be 
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That the 8 may 55 email to: al his 

| judgment on this ſubject, ſo important to Mr. 

= Brand's reputation, I will now examine his pam- 

Phlet, and leave the public to form a er OR 
of ns and his merit. N 


By the PREY (which rs Chirurgie ſir 
the and ſymptoms of Ruptures, their natural 
conſeguences, if neglefled ; and the various dangers 
in applying Trufſes ; by T. Brand, Surgeon Extra- 
ordinary, in caſes of Ruptures, to his Majefly's:Royal 
Hoſpital at Greenwick) the uninformed reader may 
imagine, that the . cauſes, ſymptoms, c. were 
hitherto unknown; that Mr. Brand firſt diſcovered 
them to the public, and that his title of Surgeon 
Extraordinary, &c. implies that he is a ſurgeon 
of extraordinary merit: this, I humbly conceive, 
is not the caſe. The man whoſe profeſſion is a 
mixture 'of the mechanical and liberal, 1s more 
than 


80 
than the one, and leſs than the other; as Mr. Brand 
is, by his own. account, of this mit claſs, it fol- 
lows, that Rupture Surgeon Extraordinary means 
additional ſurgeon for the performance of inferior 
buſineſs; thexefore if Mr. Brand's title is proper, 
the ſurgeon's mate in a man of war ſhould be 
ſtiled ſurgeon extraordinary on board his Ma- 
ar a Wee Tod Bocza. i oh 3 
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Havidgd ſet his tle in 0 proper bah lat us now. 
come to his eſſays, and ſhew that the ſubſtance of 
them was well known before the publication of his 
pamphlet. The preface may be compared to an 
advertiſement, or proclamation, ſaying, Come 
hither, O ye people! attend to the inſtruQions of 


my pen, for I will tell you things ſtrange and 
wonderful, that can be. learnt from no man but 
myſelf! As our expeQations are railed; by this 
important beginning, we are induced to turn over 
the book, every leaf promiſing the wonderful in- 
ſormation, and telling us of the author's great 
abilities; but, behold! after reading 108, pages, 
the melancholy account cloſes, leaving readers of 
every denomination diſappointed; for to the learned 
he hath told nothing, and the ignorant ſent unin- 
formed away. | 

One particular, however, he has not forgot to 
mention, viz, that himſelf only underſtands his 
| pro- 
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profeſſion ; but he does not ſeem deſirous to con- 
vince us of this; no, we are to believe it by-find- 
ing he has publiſhed a pamphlet, and imagine that 
to be a prodigy of learning, as Boniface admired 
Foigard's Latin ; he did not underſtand it, but, ay 
he talked it ſo faſt, of courſe it muſt be good. 


But I do not expect to have my aſſertions cre- 
dited without proofs. Every ſyllable of true in- 


formation that is in Mr. Brand's pamphlet, may 
be found-in Mr. Pott's treatiſe on Ruptures ;- that 
gentleman's work being ſo univerſally 1ead by thoſe 
patients who wiſh to underſtand the diſorder, as 
well as the faculty, Mr. Brand ſurely can claim no 
merit by the information. It is not my intention 
to croud theſe remarks with unneceſſary quota - 
tions; 1 muſt therefore deſire thoſe who entertain 
2 doubt of this, to compare the two works, where 
they will find the fame account of the cauſes, &c. 
of ruptures, 'with only the difference that might 


be expected from the inequality of the TI 
is. 


If Mr. Brand had no new information to grve 
the public, why did he take up his pen? In an- 
fwer to this he may perhaps ſay, he did not write 
to thole who underſtood the diſorder, but to the 
uninformed patients—to tell them of his ſuperior 
fill. I ſincerely believe he did not wiſh that any 


one 
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one whb is converſant with the ſubject, ſhould 
ſee his pamphlet; if he could have eſcaped their 
notice, his ends might have been anfwered: but 
examine the foundation of his pretenſions, and 
what does he produce to ſupport them? — a pam- 
phlet of 108 pages, which he ſays the common prin- 
ciples of humanity urged him to publiſh, to detect 
the preſumption of quacks and the ignorance of 
truſs-makers, and of courſe ſhew his own ſupe- 
rior knowledge : of what does that knowledge 
conſiſt? Deprive his eſſays of the obſcurity he 
ſeems to have ſludiouſly involved them in, fon 
purpoſe, I ſuppole, for the uninformed reader) 
and they appear to be a compoſition of truth that 
is or might have been extracted from another au- 
thor, ASSERTIONS in favour of himſelf and to the 
prejudice of others, truiſms, and ſome falſehoods, 
and even the technical terms either ignorantly 
uſed or ſtudiouſly miſapplied. That this account 
is not exaggerated, will be evident to every one 
who attends to the following extracts, which once 
thought to have arranged in ſome order, but I 
afterwards found it was impoſſible, as nonſenſe, 
truiſm, falſehood, and abſurdity, are ſo curiouſly 
blended in every part of the pamphlet, that when 
I attempted to ſet either by themſelves, the reſt 
were {ure to follow, and reduce the whole to their 
original contuſion ; therefore I have been obliged 
to follow him, collecting ſuch paſſages as are wor- 

thy 
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thy obſervation, which 1 ſhall ſet don in order 
as they occurred to me, with remarks that 1 hope 


will enable the reader to form a juſi e of the 
hole e N 


Preface. 1 have ſeen fo many e 
caſes ariſing from the negligence of patients, 
the preſumption of quacks, and the ignorance 
of truſs-makers, that I felt myſelf urged by the 
*, common ane of e to 258 the 
he NY One | 4 

ES.” Rp 

＋ 8 99:] hive reaſon ieee that 
« moſt of the incurable ruptures now under my 
care, were rendered ſo by the preſumption of 

« quacks, nurſes, and*truſs-makers, and the in- 


judicious manner in N _ were treated 


*. when young and cura 


N 13. 55 cannot be matter of farpriſe t to 
* any man of the ſmalleſt knowledge and re- 
* fleQtion, that ſo many ruptures are rendered 
* incurable, and even beyond any relief from 
* ſurgery, that we find patients ſo often not only 
< expoſed to the immediate hazard of their lives, 
ce but actually deſtroyed; through the ignorance 


« of truſs -- makers, aud a e 3 8 4 


of quacks.” 


Who 


91% * 
Who that reads the above obſervatiotis| would! 
not imagine the author of them to be poſſeſt of 
ſome” hitherto undiſcovered method of treating 
ruptures, and that all: truſs- makers, quacksj and 
nurſes; were equally old women and - impbſtbrs * 
But will any one give him credit for the Ask - 
riox, hen they know he is one of the number? 


The firſt thirty-three pages contain an ateœunt 
of the cauſes, ſymptotns, &c. as before deſcribedl, 
beſides the uſual hints in favour of himſelf, and 
the following remarkable diſcoveries, viz. if a 
rupture is not kept up, it will fall down; if the' 
inteſtine is confined, it cannot be at liberty to per- 
form its functions; if the ſtrifture continues, the 
inteſtine will inflame, proceed to mortification, 
and bring on death, if not prevented by proper 
remedies. By the importance of this detail, I 
imagine it was not known before, that if the ope- 
rations of Nature are interrupted; the muſt be 
put out of her way; and when a man is ill of a* 
dangerous diſeaſe, if he does not uſe the proper 
remedies, he will probably die. The uninformed 
are much obliged to Mr. Brand for e 
diſooveries pane 


The cafe; p. 20; contin a circumſtance which' 
Illuſtrates Mr. Brand's ſkill and penetration ſo 
n that I ſhould do him the greateſt injuſtice if 
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( (1). 
Lomitted it. He ſays, „The ſpermatic chords 
were ſtill conſiderably enlarged ; but I was ſur- 
priſed at not being able to diſcover the teſtes in 
& their proper places. In my firſt ſurpriſe I 
* aſted him, if they had ever been down in the 
« ſcrotum?” Can a man give a greater proof of 
his* knowledge, than by aſking. ſuch a; queſtion, 
holding the ſpermatic chord in his hand ? It was 
in fact telling the patient he was a very curious 
ſubject, as he, Mr. Brand, thought Nature had 
placed his teſtes on that part of the ſpermatic 
chord that was within the abdomen, inſtead of 
that which is withqüt; and to relate this ſtory 
himElf: too! O With Wit! how "haſt thou fa- 
voured Mr. Brand, ben he wiſhed to inform the 


20957 vd Fain 6 
1 Page 23, he 8 1 oY is ue neceſſany, 10 
© obſerve}; that if the rupture be of the omentum. 
the ſtricture will be leſs dangerous than hen the 

— 3 is concerned. „ 15 20 1220 309 
p „ 20 of ; ” | 
? This i. is not true: chey are n 8 
becauſe the effect produced on either by ſtricture 
is, the ſame ; the only difference, muſt. be in the 
time requiſite to produce that effect: as the in- 
telline contains a greater quantity of blodd-vefſels, 
a ſtricture upon it will impede the circulation more 


ham a ä upon che omentum, and of courſe 
mortifyp 


a 


16:8) 


mortify ſooner than the pmentum wanld utiderthe 


ſame circuinſtances ; therefore if the ſtricture can · 
not be removed, the effect will be the ſame; fox 
this reaſon they are equally dangerous. Mr. Pgtt 
mentions ſeveral omental ruptures: that have been 
en e TH wore! Ds 3 api) erte 
$ | & e157 6115: ict 483 eter 

—- Brand has Ra out ſeven pages on the pal⸗ 
E caſe, the ſubſtance of. which is, the patient 


muſt always wear a truſs to prevent the return of 


the rupture: if it does. not ſuit the caſe, it, will 
not anſwer that purpoſe ; and .if it does not, it 
muſt be hurtful. We are certainly much obliged 
to him for diſcovering, that if the remedy. is not 
proper for the diſorder it is given to cure, it cans 
not be expected to have a good effect; but 1 
believe it was known before Mr. Brand's s eſſays 
were publiſhed, that if a rupture came down under 


the truſs, the, preſſure of the pad may produce 
the ſame effect as a ſtricture, or at leaſt form 
adbefiongs , 1 94) if 1 i eren 


Page 34. After laeating the general want of 


knowledge in curing ruptures, he ſays, I do not 


remember one patient, who was retained with 
% view to have the radical cure performed 
at the hoſpital, while I was a pupil. 
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I will explain this to him. Our hoſpitel ſur - 
geons are men of the firſt profeſſional abilities; 
they know that when a rupture is returned into 
the abdomen, and a proper truſs applied, art can 
do no more for the patient: the radical cure is 
ſometimes effected, ſometimes not; it depends 
upon the patient's care, and circumſtances in his 
conſtitution, which they cannot accelerate, or even 


| tell if they will take place or not; for this reaſon, 


when they have done this for their hoſpital pa · 
tients, they diſcharge them. The man that openly 


or covertly ſays he can do more for the radical cure 


of a rupture than this, . promiſes more than in 
ec the nature of things is poſſible, and therefore is 


to be ſulpefed of doing les than can or ought 
G We Jn: 


: If Mr. Brand had conſidered that many men 
are but thirty-one inches in circumference, he 
would have reduced the ſiae of the rupture be 
mentions, p. 36, ten or fifteen inches, to bring it 


| within the . of e. 


Of his own nk " WE P- 39». « At the 
end of this pamphlet, the reader will find the 

* opinions of ſome eminent gentlemen relative to 
« the Patent Elaſtic Truſſes. I thought Mr. Brand 
had loſt the patent, as he mentions it but this once; 
I retes the reader to the beginning of theſe. re- 


marks 


a 
marks for an account of it, and will examine the 
gentlemen's opinions when we come to them. 
To oonclude this ſentence, he ſays, upon which 


„I ſhall only ſay I have beſtowed a great deal 


« of time and ſtudy,” It appears to have bees 
much time en ill nn eure 
2 4 7 "* 3.9 

On the e radical cure Mr; Brand has acquitted 

him very well, confidering the difficulty of the 


ſubject; for itiſtead of boldly aſſerting impoſſibi- 
lities, he has only talked*nonfenſe, by ib A- 


TING that he can perform them. By what T can 
underſtand from this part of his ſubje&, which 18 


not the {caſt obſcure in the pamphlet, he means to 


ſay, tis poſſible that patients of every age may be 


cured, tis probable he can cure them, ergo, tis 


worth every one's while to try his improved me- 
thod of cure, and T ſuppoſe pay him well for his 
trouble; at the ſame time, by the cau/zon he fays 
is neceſſary to be uſed by thoſe who take his ad- 


vice, it is impoſſible for them to know whether 


they are cured or not. 


Mr. Brand profeſſes to underſtand the diſorder: 
if he does, he ſhould likewiſe know, that every 


man of character or chirurgical abilities is of opi- 


nion; (and *tis probable they too know ſomething 
of it) that *tis impoſſible to cure a rupture by any 
other means ol I have deſcribed. As Mr. Brand's 
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opinion is different from the whole of the faculty, 
and it does not appear that he knows more of the 
ſubject than they do, it is reaſonable to conclude 
that he does not underſtand his ſubject; for this 
reaſon, I will tell him what the operation is that 
naturally takes in the radical cure of a rupture, 
The inteſtine and omentum are returned into the 
abdomen, the homial ſac does not return; if the 
rupture does not protrude again, the ſides of the 


lac lie in contact, adheſions are formed, which at 


length unite them into one ſubſtance. If the 
homial ſac does return, as is ſaid by ſome writers, 
the laceration between the integument and the 
obliquus externus muſcle, which muſt have taken 
place at the firſt appearance of the rupture, is 
healed the ſame way. Mr. Brand ſays, page 66, 
«« Thole patients that have been radically cured, 
e ſhould always wear truſſes afterwards as a pre- 
vention. There is no ſymptom by which we 
can know if a rupture is radically cured, unleſs 
the bandage is laid alide, and it does not return. 
If Mr. Brand's prudent advice is followed, the 
patient cannot know if he 1s cured or not; there- 
fore if he will undertake to cure a rupture, he 
ſhould inform us by what means he knows if the 
cure is affecled, as it is unknown to every one but 
| himſelf, and is believed to be impoſſible. 


When 


| 0,435.2 
When a man takes money of a patient to cure 
him of a diſorder that himſelf allows, is fre- 
e quently to be miſſed,” and is ſo circumſtanced 
that if his advice is taken, no one can know if the 
cure is effected, he gives the world reaſon to call 
him at leaſt . ignorant and preſuming : > but when 
the ſame man pretends to great knowledge in his 
profeſſion; which is famous for giving riſe ts 


empirics, he gives the ſenſible part of the world 


reaſon to think he himſelf is a quack; and thoſe 
are the people who, in Mr, Brand's opinion, pre- 
tend ta do more than in tlie nature of things is paſi- 
ble, and tjergfore are ——— r al 
4 oe LIRA 1 50 lor 
Wilt ZM | © 


He has taken much pains eee mol 80 


tance of good "truſſes; and added ſeveral caſes to 


prove the ſuperiority of his own, As it is well 
known that the conſtant ule of truſſes is the only 

method to; palliate or cure a rupture, it required 

but few. words: to convince us, that if they were 
not properly made they could not have the deſired 
effect; but Mr. Brand likes to make the moſt! of a 
litile information, which he ſpreads in ſome parts 
of his pamphlet; like leaf · gold upon a gingerbread” 
watch; if the poſſeſlot rubs it, io try its real value, 
on the {lighteſt touch the glitter diſappears, and 
leaves not a wreck behind. 


The 
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The uſe of chirurgical or medical caſes ãs to ſhe e 
the ſucceſs of new methods of treating diſorders 
chat were before but imperfectly known, or im- 


proved methods of treating well-known diſeaſes. 


Mr. Brand diſdains to publiſh any caſes of this 
kind: what he means to tell us is of more impor- 
tance—to himſelf, viz. that his Flaſtc Truſſes are 
the only ones that can be of uſe to ruptuted pa- 
tients, and produces ten caſes to prove iti If the 
worſt, the moſt ignorant truſs- maker in London: 
had, in the courſe of his life, an hundred caſes, it 
is probable that a fiſtir part of them would be 
favourable, and it requires no great invention to 
compole caſes like Mr. Buand's ; therefore, if his 
are to have the force of proofs, it follows that any 
man who. could produce or invent twenty ſuch 
caſes, might eſtabliſn himſelf as a man of great 
fill without further enquiry: 


Page 73, he mentions a man who © pretended 
* to make truſſes on Mr. Brand's principles.” A' 
man might make ſuch a promiſe; but if he did, he 
paid Mr. Brand a compliment he little deſerved; 
a8 ĩt appears, from the account of the parent, if 


Mr. Brand's truſſes are made on any principle at 


all, that principle was well known, and univerſally 
practiſed, before even is father made them. 


67 


Page 79, he mentions. a patient * that, carried 
his truſs to a man who-ſpoiled it hy new lining 
it, for when done it did not keep up his rup - | 
ture as uſual.” I can ſafely ſay this aſſertion is i 
falſe, or the truſs was neyer a good ane. The ' | 
utility of the truſs depelids upon the goodneſs of _— 

the ſpring, which ſhould be made of well tem- 
pered ſteel; if it is properly made, nothing but 
fire can . its form; therefore taking off the 
old covering, and ſubſtituting a new one, could 
not alter it, if properly made: but I will allow 9 
this might have been altered, as I know Mr,Brand's 2 
truſſes are not made of all tempered ſteel; ſome ä 
parts of them are of thin iron, which bends very 1 | 
eaſily; therefore this might have been ne. = 
tionally altered, n — | 4 
i 

Page 80, he lays, bis e ce chat his a. 
timed parſimony, for it ſeems be had taken 
© the truſs to be lined. oni to ſave the. eapence of 4 
neu one, Does not this inſinuate the neveſlity 
of having a new truſs epery time the couering wears 
out? 1 If. Mr. Brand can make his patients of that 
opinion, he certainly has more addreſi than the reſt 
of his prafeſſion, , I am {ure that a truſs properiy 
made may be wory, ſeveral years, have the .coyer» 
ing renewed as often as it wears out, and; if no 
accident happens to breał it, at the end of that 
time be as ſerviceable as it was at firſt. 
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3 
He concludes; by ſaying; that'fo long a8 Arup 
ture can põſſibly come down, the dase 
be cured; and gravely tells us, 6 this fact canhot 
« be denied in the larigunge of quackery® The 
world is much obliged to Mr. Brand's penetration' 
for diſcovering that while a man is ſick he cannot 


de ſaid to be well, and T'firmly believe no _ 


will contradiQ that aſſertion. r e eee 
1 *; 8 2 15% 10 
e chit takes his bse ſaying, ehe nit 
e formed miy be much obliged to Him- for his 
cel labour.“ I hope the uninformed patient will be 
more obliged to me for explaining his pamphlet, 
than to him for writing it. If he means the un- 
informed Phoresson, I can only fay, that I am 
an uninformed Tru/5-maker,* who wiſh” to ſerve 
thoſe unfortunate people that employ me; but 


notwithſtahding Mr. Brand's extenſive praffice, and 


his publiſhing this work as the reſult of it, I have 
found nothing in it that I had not learnt by tudy- 
ing ne former writers on this ſubject, and my 
o dbſervations ; therefore I cannot thank him 
for his information: but as he has promiſed to lay 
ſomething more worthy attention before the public 
of x Juttre day, J affure him whenever that day 
eemes, I hall be as ready as at preſent to pay 
Him all che attention and deference he deſerves. 
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-The feſt ſays, „ 1 have ſeen fone inſtances 
2 where \Mr, Brand's Elaſtic Truſſes xe * 
« ſucceſsful, when, others have failed. * 


* 1 185 | ee Fowany pays 
i thy read 


Will Mr. Brand y ak this certiſicate was 
given to him or his father? Sir Edward, has been 
dead ſeveral years: he died even before Mr. Brand's 
patent was proved to be an impoſition. .; If- Sir 
Edward meant to ſay, he thought Mr, Brand's 
truſſes were a new invention, and better than all 
others, and gave it to the father, it is evident that 1 
he was impoſed upon: if be gave it to the ſon for 
the ſame purpoſe, it proves that he really had a | 
new and improved method of making truſſes, WM 
while his father was impoſing upon the public by ll 
falſe pretences. If he had this invention, why = 
did not he produce it, to ſhew that he did not de- 
ſerve the cenſure that juſtly fell upon. his father ? 
Why was it not produced during his father's life, 
who died ſome years after Sir Edward Barry's 
deceaſe? Or why has not Mr. Brand's pretended. 
ſuperiority been demonſtrated to the preſent mo- 
ment, by ſomething more than his own ipſe dixit? 
Could the truth of this affaif be diſcovered, I fancy 
D 2 TY t 


ſo many eminent 


it would appear that this" 'certificite was bne of 


thoſe procured by Old Brand, to ſupport his pre- 
tenſions, when he firſt ſtarted lis projett; and 


that when the ſon determined to publiſh (as he 


has ſhewn no proofs of his ſuperiority) he thought 
It was as convenient to make uſe of this (which, as 


ũt was given to a Mr. Brand, would paſs current 
Wich the public) as to apply to the medical gen- 
tlemen of the day, who are too well acquainted 


with the Patent Elaftic 1 to ſupport them with 
their names. | 


This 1 will have the force of truth, 
unleſs Mr. Brand can prove that he has obtained 
"a patent ſince his father's was declared to be of 
no ule; if this is the caſe, how could Sir Edward 
Barry give his opinion of the“ effictency” of the 
invention ſome years after he was in his grave? 
But even ſuppoſe Mr. Brand can ſurmount all th&: 
difficulties, and prove the certificate was given to 
himſelf only, what does Sir Edward ſay in bis fa- 
* vour ?—that he has ſeen Mr. Brand's apes ſome- 
times | ſucceed, when others have failed. 

Ho indifferent muſt the e be that is obliged 
to fly for ſupport to an opinion given ſo long ago, 
and in ſuch an undecided manner, when there are 
tlemen living, who would 
© doubtleſs give their Rimony in its favour at pre- 
ſent, if it had any merit. 


I 
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There 3s the opinion of another gentleman, 


who ſays, © he has often ſeen Mr. Brand's Elaſtic 
Truſſes, which he thinks are conſtrukted ona 
more efficient principle, and conſequently are 
* more important to the ſafety of the patient than 
any he has ſeen,” There is no reaſon to doubt 
this gentleman” $ authority; which he certainly don t 
intend to go beyond his 6wn practicr. as he does not 
ſay no man can make them ſo well as Mr. Brand, 


nor does he ſay he has ſeen the works of every man 
of the ſame profeſſion ; and 1 am convinced that 


_ gentleman would not have ſuffered his name to | 


come before the public, had he thought it would 
have been brought to ſupport the pretenſions of a 


man who has given no progs of his ſuperior 


merit. 55 


This is the ſubſtance of a work introduced to | 


the public to ſhew the author's great profeſſional 
abilities; but after examining every part of it 
with the greateſt attention, I am only convinced 
of one circumſtance, viz. that Mr. Brand has 


more ſelf-conceit than any of thoſe he cenſures ; 
and I think it will be neceſſary, when © the com- 


mon principles of humanity urge him to pub- 


* liſh ſomething more worthy attention,” that he 
ſhould prove what he has aſſerted to be true, that il 
truſs-makers, i. e. all truſs-makers, are © ignorant 
and preſumptuous ;” that he bas more learning i 


889 
and modeſty than any of them, (for diffidence i is. 
generally a proof of, learning) and that he is hetter 
qualified. to perform the radical cure of ruptures 
than thoſe ſurgeons who do not. take BARE with 


Ae 


There ad I believe, i in all profeſſons, men 
ſp ws do.not underſtand what they, practiſe. The 
tiuſs · makers may be divided into two, claſſes: the 
irſt are, ignorant mechanics, who {ell truſſes, and 
ſcarcely know their uſe, or the conſequences of 
miſapplying them; we ſhall eaſily allow Mr. ge 
to be ſuperior to _ W 


| 


Mr. Brand's inſinuations are levelled at the whole 
_ profeſſion; but if any can think ignorance and 
preſumption are their general characteriſtics, they 
will, upon enquiry, find themſelves miſtaken. I 
believe there is no man of reputation in this buſi- 
- neſs, who is not well acquainted with the diſorder, 
and has not ſtudied anatomy ſo far as it relates to 
the profeſſion, which they are at leaſt as well qua- 
- lified for as Mr. Brand, although they may not 
aſſume greater conſequence than they are entitled 
to, by calling ane Surgeons Extraordi - 
daß. 8 | 1 


"Therefore, if Mr. Brand will continue bis 5 
ee to the e of all the profeſ- 


ſion, 


(( 
fon; and aſſume the ſuperiority to himſelf, he 
mult produce greater proofs of his merit than hi- 


pamphlet contains, before that mne can = 
allow6@ ini By Ws pus gl 


Where did Mr. Brand get his 1 . f 
in the anatomical ſchools of this metropolis as 
they are open to every body, others may have 
learnt as much in them as he has; or will he ſay, 
Nature has given him greater abilities, and enabled 
him to acquire knowledge beyond the reach of 
every other man? If ſhe has fo' qualified him, 
he is too diſcreet to make an oftentatious diſplay 
of her favours, for no proof of their being in his 
poſſeſſion has yet tranſpired, either by his pam- 
phlet or any other means. As it is evident he 
has ſaid nothing new on the diſorder, it is neceſ- 
fary-that he ſhould prove his ſuperiority in that 
part öf the profeſſion, before the FO ot his 
CO can be believed, ach oF * 


Does he Teſt his aſſumed Meck on bis 
truſſes? In what does that ſuperiority conſiſt? 
He learnt his profeſſion from his father, who like. 
wiſe $aTD he made them better than any one elſe; 
his pretenſions were proved to be an impoſition, 
in a court of juſtice; therefore Mr. Brand ſhould 
prove that his truſſes are not only better, but made 
on a principle different from his father's, or the 
| ſenſible . 


C 4 ) 
ſenſible part of his readers will think his claim. i is 
an attempt to revive the impoſture. I. think this 
ſhould be the ſubject of his next pamphlet, where, 
inſtead of infinuating that all. the profeſſion. are 
ignorant and preſuming, he ſhould inſert ſtrong 


| Proofs of his ſuperiority, ſupported by reaſon and 


ſcience, inſtead of his own ipſe dixit, and caſes 


n the mol} ts may mect with or anvent. 


: The radical 8 5 _ the te, 


ſtone of rupture quacks; they have conſtantly; 


pretended to perform it, and as conſtantly failed. 

Men of the greateſt abilities have proved the im- 
poſſibility of doing it by art; it muſt be the work 
af Nature aſſiſted by a proper bandage. Mr. 
Brand ſhould, for his own fake, have been ex- 
plicit here; if he knows any other means of curing 
it, why does he not ſay ſo? Men of the greateſt 
knowledge would be obliged to and honour him 
for the diſcovery. If he does not, why is he ſur- 
priſed that the hoſpital ſurgeons do not attempt to 
do what they think impoſſible? Why does he 


inſinuate the poſſibility of performing it, and in 


another part of his pamphlet, give advice, which, 
if the patients were to take, it would be impoſſible 
for them to knew: whether ey *. cured of 
not? | Ry 
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T ſhall now conclude theſe remarks, obſervit 
that the quack who boldly promiſes to cure a 
rupture, and the man who inſinuates the proba- 
bility of doing it, and gives advice, which, if 
taken, will render it impoſſible for 'the Patient to 
know whether the cure is effected or not, are 
equally to be thought guilty of promiſing to do 
more than in the nature of things is poſſible, 


* and therefore ſhould be ſuſpected of doing leſs 
than can or cougar! to be We 


woc has been ſaid, both in tlieſe re- 
marks and in Mr. Brand's pamphlet, on quacks 
and impoſtors, and as it is evident that all rup- 
ture quacks in future will be quacking truſs- 
makers or rupture ſurgeons, I will ſtate what 
ſhould be the treatment a patient ought to receive 
from the perſon he applies to for relief, and which 
I think will be generally allowed to be a criterion 
to diſtinguiſh the fair praQtitioner from the em- 
piric, whatever title he may aſſume. . 


The man who applies to a ſurgeon for advice 
is generally ignorant of his complaint, but de- 
{cribes the ſymptoms of it as well as he can; the 
ſurgeon compares the deſcription with his own ob- 


ſervations and knowledge of the diſorder, and 
refers him to the chemiſt or apothecary for the 
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( 26.) 
proper remedies: if it is a ruptured patent, they 


refer him to the truſs- maker. 


| But thoſe who apply to the Abs bun Sun- 
GEON, or Truſs-maker, know what their diſorder 
is, and all that can be done for it; they go-to 
purchaſe an inſtrument, which the ſeller ſhould 
apply, and be anſwerable for its utility, as much 
as the jeweller is reſponſible for the quality of 
what he ſells ; and therefore, if the Rupture Surgeon, 
or Truſs- maker, is paid for his truſs, he ought to be 


ſatisfied. 


The profeſſion of the firſt is to give advice, 
therefore he ſhould be paid for it; the other, not- 
withſtanding the pompous airs he may aſſume, 
has no advice to give, except what relates to the 


| patient's uſe of the truſs he purchaſes ; therefore, 


when. he is paid for that, he ſhould make no 
farther demand, except in thoſe caſes that re- 
quire long and tedious attendance, or are at a 
diſtance that requires ſome expence to attend 


them. 


If this diſtinction is juſt, what ſhall we think 
of the man, who, beſides being paid for his 
truſſes, inſiſts upon having fees for his advice 
every time the patient comes, and ſrequently 

makes 
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| Rr 3 
makes a charge for truſſes and attendance equal 
to what the firſt ſurgeons would expect for the 
moſt dangerous operations? He extorts money 
by falſe pretences as much as the profeſt empiric, 
and in fact is equally 1xzamous., 


I ſhall now conclude this eſſay, by aſking | 
Mr. Brand, whether the following particulars are 
a part of his improved method of treatment and 
cure ofuptures; if they are, and have been 
ſucceſsful “ in his extenfive practice, the in- 
formation will be of public utility, as it is very 
certain that all thoſe who meet with rupture caſes, 
are ſo defirous to improve themſelves in that 
uſefal' profeſſion, © that they will immediately 
adopt a practice that he has found ſo profitable as 
well as efficient:“ 


1ſt, When a patient applies to Mr. Brand, 
does he not inſiſt upon being paid a guinea for 
adyice each time he _ beſides being paid for | : 
bis trufles? 1 


2dly. If a patient applies to Mr. Proj a 
does not approve of his truſſes, does not he, the 


ſaid Mr. Brand, infaſt upon a guinea for what he 
calls advice? 


2 gdly. 


ths Hor — 2 . 


does not keep up the rupture properly; docs 


+4 a 
- gdly. If the firſt truſs a patient purchaſes 


not he the ſaid Mr. Brand ſay he muſt try another; 
if that does not anſwer, try a third; and ſo on, 
till one is found that does ; and is it not underſtood 
that the patient is to pay for the three, although 
but one of them is of ſervice to him? 


4thly. Do not his truſſes frequently wear out 
in a month? and does he not conſtantly:{ay they 
cannot be covered again, but the patient muſt 
always buy a new truſs when the covering of 
the former, | is worn out? 


5thly. Has he not adviſed 3 to oct 
in the ſea with their truſſes on? If he has, did 
he not know that the ſalt water would e 
them in a ſhort time ? 


6thly. Has he not frequently charged a patient 


fifty guineas for truſſes and attendance on a 


fimplg,buboncele, or exomphalus, without any 
9 W ? 


1 If theſe ings are 7" are FLY moſt 


J like the conduct of a rapacious empiric, or a 
fait pradlitioner ? 


Mr. Brand 


( 29 25 

Mr. Brand may poſſibly decline anfwering 
theſe queries from a man who- ſigns | himſelf 
plain Truſs-maker, becauſe it is beneath the dig- 
nity of the Surgeon Extraordinary to Greenwich 
Hoſpital'to regard ſuch 1xpz810R beings: this ex- 
cuſe may. vindicate his own importance to. himſelf, 
and meet with his own approbation; but it ill call 
to the minds of unbiaſſed people the remarkable 
behaviour of Captain Bluff, who boaſted of his 
great deeds one minute, ſubmitted to a hearty 
drubbing the next, and walked quietly off, tell- 
ing his antagoniſt, © he would return his com- 


* pliment another time, but now it Was ndt 
( convenient.” 


"THE & M p. 
— — — 


Th the Prefs, and ſpeedily will be publiſhed, 


BSERVATIONS on the Cauſes of, and Means to pre- 

vent, thoſe Diſtortions that are ſo frequent in Children, 
and that may be cured hy the Application of Inſtruments; 
with Remarks on the Defects of Vacae's (generally called 
Joxes's) Machine for the diſtorted Spine, and a Deſcription 
of one that will have all the good Effects of the Neck ſwing, 
and VachE's Machine, without the Inconveniences of the 
one, or the bad Conſequences that frequently attend tho 
Uſe of the other ; invented by T. SHELDRAKE, Junior. 


PAMPHLETS printed for J. STocxvaLs; 
oppoſite BukLINGToN-Hovse, Prcca« 
DILLY. | 


HE CONSTITUTIONS of the feveral INDEPEN. 
DENT STATES of AMERICA ; the Declaration ( 
of Independence ; the Articles of Confederation between the 
ſaid States; the Treaties between his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty 
and the United States of America, PypLySHED BY ona 
er CONGRESS. 
Philadelphia printed : London reprinted, with an Adver- 
tiſement by the Editor. Price 3s. Gd. ſewed. 


\ REFLECTIONS upon the Preſent State of England, and 
78 Indepengenge of America, By Thomas Day, Eſq. 
rice 28. ic 


FACTS and their CONSEQUENCES: ſubmitted to 
the Confideration of lhe Public at large; but more particu- 
larly to that of the Finance Miy1sFzR, and of thoſe who 
are, or mean to become, Creditors of FAA State. By JOHN, 
Earl of STAIR. Third Edition. Price 1s, 


| "A LETTER to the Author of the LUCUBRATIONS 
1 during a ſhort Receis. Price 15, 


| An ADDRESS to the PEOPLE of the NETHER- 
* LANDS, on the preſent alarming and moſt dangerous Situa- 
tion of the REPUBEIC of HOLLAND; ſhew ing the true 
Motives of the moſt unpardonable Delays of the Executive 
5 Power in putting the Republic into a proper State of Defence, 
and the Advantages of an Alliance with Holland, France, 
Is and America. By a Dutchman, Tranſlated from the Dutch 
KH Originak Price 25. 6d. LS LE 88 


| SUBSTANCE of the CHAN of MrigMANAGEMENT 

5 in his MajesTY's NaAvAL ArrAixs in the Year 1781, com- 
ared with the Authentic Papers laid - before the Houle on 

Mr. FOX's MOTION, in the Month of February, 1783. 

Fo which is added, A Couriers LisT of the Division, 
rice Is ; | * ö 


PAMPHLET s. 


& A Complete Cor TRIO of all the PROTESTS'of the 
Paras in PARLIAMENT, entered on 1 ſince the 
Years 1774, on the great Queſtions of the Cauſe and Iſſue of 
the War between Great-Britain and America, &c, to the 
preſent Time, Price 27. 6d. | 

SELECT CASES of the Diſorder commonly termed the 
Paralyfis of the Lower Extremities, By jonx JA, M. D. 


F. R. S. Price 18. 
The CANDIDATE, a Farce, in Two Acts; as it was 
formed with univerſal Applauſe at the Theatre. Royal in the 
Hay - market. By Mr. Jonx DNT. Second Edition. 
Price 18. | | 

OBSERVATIONS on the Murixv-BIIL; with rome Wl 
Strictures on Lord Buckinghamſhire's Adminiſtration in Ire- 
land. By HeNrY GraTTAN, Eſq. M. P. Second Edi- 
tion. Price 18. 6d. | | 

CONSIDERATIONS ſubmitted to the People of Ireland, 9 
on their preſent Condition with regard to Trade and Conftim- ' Wl 
tion, In Anſwer to a Pamphlet lately publiſhed, entitled, 5 
« Obſervations on the Mutiny-Bill, &c.” Price 18. 6d. |: 

The PEOPLE's BARRIER againſt undue Influence and 
Corruption; or, The Commons“ Houſe of Parliament ac- 
cording to the Conſtitution : in which the Objections to an 
Equal Repreſentation, and new Parliaments once in every 
Year at leaſt, are anſwered; and a digeſted Plan for the 
Whole is ſubmitted to the Public. By Joan CarTwargur. 
The Second Edition. Price 2s. 6d. 

GIVE US OUR RIGHTS ! Or, a Letter to the preſent 
Electors of Middleſex and the Metropolis, ſhewing what 
thoſe Rights are; and that, according to a juſt and equal 
Repreſentation, Middleſex and the Metropolis are intitled to 
have Fifty Members in the Commons? Houſe of Parliament; 
forty of whom are now placed there by decayed Cinque 
Ports and almoſt unpeopled Boroughs, to the perpetual Nur- 
ture of Corruption, and the Ruin of the State, By ſonx 
CarTwrIGHT, Eſq. Major to the Nottinghamſhire Regi- 
ment of Militia. Price is. 

LETTERS to the Deputies of the Aſſeciated and Peti- 
tioning Counties, Cities, and Towns, on the Means nece{- 
fary to a Reformation of Parliament. By Major Joun 

_ CanTwWRIGHT, Price 18. 
A LETTER to Sir ROBERT BERNARD, Bart. Chair- 
» man of the Huntingdonſhire Committee. By Jonn Jans, 
M. D. F.R.S. The Secand Edition, Price 6d. 
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N A M n 
An ADDRESS to the Frecholders of Middleſex, aſſembled 


r 


a2 t Free Maſons Tevern, in Great Queen Street, on Manday 8 
die 2oth of December, 1779. By :Joun lan, M. D. . 
F. R. S. The Fourth Edition, correted. Price d. my 
” ©ALETTER from Mr, DAWES to JOHN HORNE EE 
TOON Eſq. occaſioned by a Part of his Speech to the 5 
idaleſex Freeholdets, aſſembled by public Advertiſement "2 
of the Sheriff of that County, at Hackney, on Wedneſday, the = 
29th of May, 1782, in which an apparent Error, on a funda- 9 
mental Principle of Government and Legiſlation, ſupported EE 
by Mr. Horne's Credit and Eloquence, is refuted and ex- os 
ploded. Price is. 80 8 3 CR 
TRIAL ol an _AcT10n for. Thirty-ſeven - Thouſand 1 
Pounds, brought by Paul. BINTIEL p, Elq. againit Sa- 5 DN 
MUEL PETRIE, Eſq, upon a Charge of Bribery, Tried at 3 
Saliſbury, the 12th of March, 1782, before Sir Richard SLE 
Perryn, Knt. one of the Barons of His Majeſty's Court of ; 
Exchequer, The Opening and Reply of Mr, Serjeant Groſſe, SEN 
the Defence of Mr. Burke, the Arguments of Mr, Pitt, I 
Mr. Batt, and Mr. Watſon, the Charge of Mr. "Baton 2 
Perry», and the whole of the Evidence at large. Taken in or 
Short-hand by W. WiLLtitawusox, Lyon?s Inn. To which 
is added a LETTER from Mr. PRETAIE to the Committee 
of the Houſe of Commons, who tried and determined the END 


- Meriis of his Petition againſt the lait Return for the Borough 


of Cricklade. Price 28. * | 
* ADVICE to the Pror ix, and H1xTs tothe MINISTER ; 


* 
1 Nobl Pri 
5 ma Letter to 2 Nodleman. IICC 18. 
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